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| trust parents in eastern North Caro-
lina to make decisions for their chil-
dren more than | trust bureaucrats in
Washington, DC. When it comes to
America’s public schools, control
should be in the hands of parents.

Mr. Speaker, for the sake of the chil-
dren, I hope my colleagues will support
school choice and education savings ac-
counts.

IT IS TIME FOR BOB DORNAN TO
STOP WASTING THE TAXPAYERS’
MONEY

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise
about the House election contest in
California.

First, Bob Dornan is given unprece-
dented subpoena power which he uses
to harass and violate the privacy rights
of law-abiding American citizens sim-
ply because they have a Spanish sur-
name. Then those actions amount to
nothing short of a witch-hunt.

Now | read in yesterday’s Roll Call
that Bob Dornan will use his special
privileges as a former Member to take
his witch-hunt to the House floor.
Surely, this casts an appearance of im-
propriety upon the House.

If this election were being challenged
by any American other than a defeated
Member of the House, that American
could not come to the House floor to
lobby on behalf of their own interests.
They would not get special subpoena
powers, and neither should Bob Dor-
nan.

Bob Dornan should not use the privi-
leges as a former Member of this House
to influence his case. Mr. Speaker,
there should not be a case at all. The
Republican California Secretary of
State certified the election of the gen-
tlewoman from California, and there is
no sufficient credible evidence to chal-
lenge it.

It is time for Bob Dornan to stop
wasting taxpayers’ money, to end this
witch-hunt and end the influence that
he is trying to use in this House.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO FIX LOOPHOLE PREVENTING
USE OF LINE-ITEM VETO

(Mr. UPTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | spent

most of my August break back in my
district listening to my constituents,
and many were pleased, in fact, when
the President used for the first time
the line-item veto. In fact, many
wished that the President had had the
authority for the disaster relief bill
that we passed earlier this year, and so
many other bills in recent years where
so many things are tucked away in
some of those bills that no one hears
about them until after they are en-
acted.
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I support budget reform, and in fact,
as part of the Contract with America,
we included the line-item veto, which
passed this House by a very large mar-
gin, to allow the President to have the
line-item veto, as well as the 43 other
Governors across the country.

Lo and behold, we have discovered a
loophole that causes the line-item veto
to go away.

I am proud of the bipartisan legisla-
tion that we passed here in this House
that puts us on a solid fiscal footing
and, in fact, balances the budget by the
year 2002. We even have a surplus. But,
lo and behold, that loophole that we
have discovered prevents us from using
the line-item veto despite having a $5%
trillion national debt.

We are introducing legislation to fix
this, and | would urge my colleagues to
support it.

THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE
UNITED STATES BORDER PA-
TROL DESERVE BETTER

(Mr. REYES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support and defense of the
hard-working men and women of the
U.S. Border Patrol. Regrettably, last
night on this floor the integrity, pro-
fessionalism, dedication, and the abil-
ity of these fine men and women was
attacked.

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that
some in this institution would resort
to these kinds of tactics for the sole
purpose of political agendas and ends-
justify-the-means mentality that ques-
tion the outstanding and dangerous
work being done by our Border Patrol
agents.

The men and women that comprise
our Border Patrol represent the best
that this country has to offer, men and
women of every description and back-
ground, men and women that come
from every State in this country and
have dedicated themselves to the dan-
gerous job of Federal law enforcement,
and while some in this people’s House
may not appreciate this, |1 do, and, Mr.
Speaker, | speak from personal experi-
ence that spans 26%- years. | know how
tough their job is, | know how dan-
gerous their job is, and | know how im-
portant their job is because | have been
there, | have seen it and | have done it.

Those who attack their integrity,
their dedication, and their commit-
ment are not only wrong but under-
mine the morale of a fine agency. The
men and women of the U.S. Border Pa-
trol deserve better, the people of this
country expect better, and, frankly,
those in this institution that attack
them know better.

Mr. Speaker, all of us need to support
the U.S. Border Patrol.

H6923

THOMPSON COMMITTEE CONTINU-
ING PROBE DESPITE HAVING SO
MUCH TROUBLE GETTING PEO-
PLE TO COOPERATE

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is be-
coming clearer with every passing day
that one would have to dig to China to
get to the bottom of all the campaign
finance scandals in this administra-
tion. Although, come to think of it, |
guess one would actually have to go to
China to find all the shady characters
who fled the country to escape justice.
But even all the tea in China cannot
force foreign fundraisers to come to the
United States Senate and tell the
truth.

While some Democratic Senators are
gleeful that the Thompson committee
is having trouble getting people to co-
operate, those responsible Senators
who actually care about performing
their constitutional duty to find out
the truth about campaign finance
crimes that may have been committed
will continue to probe this sleazy af-
fair.

Mr. Speaker, my constituents and
yours have a right to know if their
elected officials really do believe that
they are above the law. It is time to
get to the bottom of this; it is time to
start digging.

IMPROVED ACADEMIC PERFORM-
ANCE ACHIEVED AS A RESULT
OF TESTS AND MORE RIGOROUS
STANDARDS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats want to raise education standards
across the country so that students in
every State can master the basics of
reading and math; and testing, | be-
lieve, is an important part of that ef-
fort to achieve national standards.

In my home State of New Jersey, we
have seen improved academic perform-
ances as a result of more rigorous
standards. Tests administered to all
New Jersey students have been a sig-
nificant ingredient in my State’s ef-
forts to improve student achievement.
Education, | believe, and | will stress
this, will always be primarily a State
and local matter, but there needs to be
a partnership with the Federal Govern-
ment, and | believe the test national
standards and Federal dollars made
available to local school districts to re-
build crumbling and overcrowded
schools should all be part of a national
agenda to improve education.

We can work together on the Federal
and the State and the local level to
achieve excellence in education.

CHEATING IN THE WHITE HOUSE

(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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